[Type and frequency of severe infectious complications in the treatment of acute leukemia. Prospectively acquired findings in a consecutive patient cohort].
139 patients with newly diagnosed acute leukemia were admitted to our institution from 1984 to 1990. More than 70% developed severe infections during cytotoxic chemotherapy. Septicemia accounted for 40.1%. The two most frequent organisms isolated from the blood were Staphylococcus epidermidis and E. coli. A prominent finding were the soft tissue infections (23.4%). They often occurred in the anorectal area and at the exit of an intravenous catheter. Pneumonia (17.8%) was of fungal origin in 22.9%. 66% of the infections occurred when the neutrophils were below 100/microliters.